
27th MIHW ANNOUNCEMENT 4 

Dear colleagues, researchers and hamster fanciers. 

The number of registered participants in our conference is still 
growing, which we are very happy about. Unfortunately, at the 
same time the situation regarding COVID-19 is rapidly deteriorating 
throughout Europe, including Poland. At the time when we sent 
around Announcement 1, the daily number of cases in Poland was 
300+. When we circulated Announcement 3, the number was 500+. 
For the last few days, the number of cases in Poland has been 
increasing swiftly and today it is already 3000+. Jaworzno, where the conference is to take place, is still in 
the green zone. However, as organisers, we must take into account the safety of participants not only 
during the conference itself, but also on the way to it. 

So far, 67 people from 11 countries have registered to participate! Fortunately, the majority of 
participants from outside Poland have either registered to participate online or have declared that they 
would accept an online meeting. That is why the Organising Committee decided today to modify the way 
the Conference will be conducted and the programme. 

1. Foreign participants will be able to attend the Conference only online. We are currently contacting 
the people who have registered for personal participation to modify this registration.  

2. We are cancelling the field sessions. We really wanted to show you the isolated protected hamster 
site in Jaworzno and also the regions with optimum conditions for hamsters and abundant 
populations. Unfortunately, the organisation of field sessions has two disadvantages in pandemic 
COVID-19 conditions. A fully secure social distance cannot be ensured during bus travel and such 
sessions cannot be broadcast online. So, the majority of the participants would not be able to 
attend this part of the conference. 

3. We will divide our Meeting into two parts. The first one will take place on the Friday of 23.10 and 
will be in-person only. This will be the "Polish day" of the Meeting. The language of the talks will be 
Polish. This part will be held in Jaworzno and will not be broadcast. Later, we will try to circulate a 
video clip summarising the Polish day. 

4.  The second part of the Meeting will be held exclusively online on the 24th and 25th of October. It will 
take place on the Microsoft Teams platform (we will soon send around practical instructions). The 
language of the presentations and discussions will be English. Some of the talks from the first day 
(the Polish day), which are of supra-local importance, will be repeated in English in the second part. 

5.  We are changing the rules of payment for participation in the Conference. There is now one rate, 
the same as for the online participation (currently EUR 50). All the people who have already paid 
the fee for direct participation will be returned the overpayment. 

We count on your understanding and acceptance of these changes. We can assure you that it is not easy 
for us to make these decisions now, when the parts of the conference that we are cancelling have already 
been prepared. 

Those authors who have not yet sent their abstracts are kindly requested to submit them as soon as 
possible. We are attaching the topics of the presentations submitted so far to the international part of 
the conference. The topics of the presentations for the Polish part of the conference are currently being 
collected. A detailed plan of the conference, divided into sessions, will be presented next week. Sending 
the missing abstracts will help us to correctly assign the presentations to a session. 

We are also waiting for payment of conference fees. We would like to remind you to send your invoice 
details to iwona@salamandra.org.pl after payment of the fee. If the institution to which the invoice is to 
be issued has a VAT number, please provide it. If not, please indicate it in the e-mail.  

We are sending this message to all those who have registered so far, including those who later resigned. 
Maybe with the new organization rules you will change your mind. 

If you have additional questions, please write to 27mihw@gmail.com. 

Organisers of the 27th Meeting of the IHW 

Poznań, 08.10.2020 
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ANNEX – LIST OF PRESENTATIONS SUBMITED SO FAR TO THE INTERNATIONAL PART OF THE CONFERENCE 

(only the first authors are mentioned on this draft list) 

1. Stefanie Monecke  – FeldhamsterPro – a new breeding software for the common hamster 

2. Isabel Rey  – The evolution of protamines  

3. Eduardo Roldan  – The evolution of hamster spermatozoa 

4. Tobias Reiners  – The genetic remedy for the common hamster in Europe – putting the 
puzzle back together 

5. Alexey Surov  – Three methods to estimate the modern distribution and abundance 
of the common hamster 

6. Paulina Strejczek-Jaźwińska  – The use of unmanned aerial vehicles in finding burrows of the 
European hamster (Cricetus cricetus L.) as an auxiliary method to 
traditional monitoring 

7. Florian Kletty  – How agricultural transition can help hamster conservation and bring 
many other benefits  

8. Lorene Garnier  – What could be the best fence to prevent the common hamster from 
accessing road infrastructure? 

9. Julie Fleitz  – Improving the success of restocking programs: effects of a pre-release 
acclimation period on the anti-predator behaviour of common hamsters 

10. Hendrik Schoukens  – EU law and the extinction of the common hamster: does there exist a 
binding and enforceable duty to restore endangered species?  

11. Mikhail Rusin – The European hamster in the IUCN – the road from Least Concern to 
Critically Endangered  

12. Mikhail Rusin  – Starting the breeding programme of the European hamster in Ukraine 

13. Tamás Cserkész  – A critically endangered pest: the recent status of the common 
hamster in Hungary  

14. Sylwia Szutkowska  – Requirements for the protection of the European hamster and road 
investments in Poland  

15. Maria Janicka  – Landslides and decline of the common hamster Cricetus cricetus 
population – a case study from Przytkowice (Wieliczka Foothills) 

16. Susanne Thimm  – The breeding and reintroduction program of North Rhine-Westphalia 
– current state of the art 

17. Aleksandra Zarzycka  – The influence of soil properties on the distribution and winter 
survival of the European hamster (Cricetus cricetus) 

18. Magdalena Hędrzak  – Monitoring of the European hamster (Cricetus cricetus) in Poland – 
objectives and results 

19. Andrzej Kepel  – Taking advantage of the experience of the European ground squirrel 
conservation programme to actively protect the European hamster, 
and vice versa 

20. Urszula Eichert  – Have you ever heard of the common hamster? Raising public 
awareness in Poland 
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